
I would like to say congratulations to all inductees and especially the parents here tonight, 

because without your encouragement and support your students would not be here today. It is a 

great honor to be speaking before you all tonight.  

 

I would like to share with you all what art truly means to me, and the significance of your three 

pillars - art scholarship, character, and service and how it affected me on my journey as an 

emerging artist. Not long ago, despite that fact that it feels like decades, I was sitting in your 

seat. I was an honors student with a passion for creating, even though I had not fully realized it. 

I was certainly at a loss for words when I was asked the vague question of "what do you want to 

be when you grow up, since you know, you're in high school?". Somehow, I would find some 

roundabout way of answering the question with as little as information as possible. I envisioned 

myself as a scientist, dabbling in biology, anatomy, paleontology, and anything that piqued my 

interest at the time, but there was that occasional, wandering thought of "what if I become an 

artist?" that nevertheless, persisted.  

 

I was raised by a family of creatives. My mom and her family inspired my love for craft and 

painting. My dad inspired my love for problem solving and building objects with my hands. I 

loved art and everything creative, but I had never considered it a career path. But, it wasn't until 

my first art class in high school with Mrs. Cahan that I could make it a career. Mrs. Cahan and 

Mrs. Arcacha encouraged me to consider attending art school and to pursue this career path. 

Thus, after another year of art, I courageously decided to attend at school, and to pursue a 

career path that I was passionate about, and find my true purpose. I attended extracurricular art 

classes at Hunakai Studio to help supplement my learning and explore more mediums that I 

could not access in school, such as oil painting and sculpture, while pursuing my academics. 



 

Applying to art school was stressful and terrifying, probably one of the most unnerving tasks I 

had completed in high school. Luckily, I left High School Portfolio Day with two portfolio waivers, 

which then followed with acceptance to all of the colleges that I applied. I eventually selected 

UMass Dartmouth, because of the design curriculum, the variety of supplemental academic 

courses offered, and the Varsity Equestrian Team. Being a student athlete in high school and 

college taught me the discipline and determination necessary for success. I was inducted into 

my chapter of the Golden Key International Honour Society, which is an honour society for the 

top 15% of students in their college graduating class. Through this program, I learned to value 

service and community, and the importance of sharing my unique gift with the world and being 

compassionate towards others. In high school, I would volunteer with Hunakai by creating 

hand-sewn stuffed animals for fundraisers, face painting at Founder’s Day, and later a mural in 

the Taylor Elementary school computer lab. In college, I volunteered with the Ocean Explorium, 

donated to Spark a Change, and served food to the homeless. Compassion for helping your 

community builds character as well as sharing your individual skills with the world.  

 

What many do not tell you about art school is that it is equally terrifying as it is inspiring. It is the 

one chance you can learn from your professors and from your peers. As a shy introvert, I forced 

myself out of my comfort zone to speak in critiques and to ultimately learn. I strove for success 

and persisted, which help me become the artist that I am today. My advice to you is to pursue a 

career path that you are passionate about, and to find your inner equestrian. The quote behind 

me states, “Equestrians need to have the concentration and ability to judge distance like a 

golfer, the strength and stamina of a hockey player, and the artistic flow and ability to make a 

hard thing look easy and elegant like a ballerina.” Train your eye like a golfer to judge shape 



and form, build mental strength and stamina like a hockey player to overcome creative block 

and obstacles, and continually exercise your skills like a ballerina. 

 

Congratulations again to the inductees — you deserve to be acknowledged for your merits in art 

and academics. Thank you all for letting me share my story, and I wish you all the best of luck in 

your future endeavours.  


